Aids to radiological differential diagnosis. By Stephen Chapman and Richard Nakielny. (pp 375.
£8.50). London: Bailliere Tindall, 1984. The difficulties of any author in producing a comprehensive book on differential diagnoses should not be underestimated. The two young radiologists who produced this book have avoided the pitfalls of over-elaboration and at the same time the book is comprehensive and practical. The use of line diagrams has not only kept the cost within limits but greatly assists in the interpretation of the text. By including, in Part 2, a large number of relatively rare conditions they have greatly increased the scope of the work in cases where the diagnosis may be complex. This work compares very favourably with others of its type. It is important, however, to recognise that the authors, as stated in their Preface "have assumed a basic knowledge of radiology in the reader and an ability to recognise abnormal signs". It is, therefore, a work that will be of greatest value to trainee radiologists but I think their senior colleagues who may not have the book in their pocket will keep it in the top drawer of their desks. This book can be highly recommended to both established radiologists and those in training. It will be of some value to clinicians in discussing differential diagnosis. Following the great success of the first edition of this book four years ago, the rate of change in the field of neonatal intensive care has been so rapid that this revision is necessary. It is an essentially practical book, and the authors have therefore included recommendations for nursing as well as medical management. It is aimed primarily at junior medical staff, who are rightly exhorted to consult their seniors when in doubt. I suspect that if the seniors have any doubt they would turn to this manual which contains a great deal of information in a highly accessible form. There are numerous tables and charts, and a particular feature of the book is the large number of clear diagrams whose scope ranges from labelled drawings of equipment in common use through illustrations of practical procedures to schematic representations of chest radiographs and echocardiograms. There is no other handy volume which covers the same field in this detail, and it is hard to think of one which would do it better. It will undoubtedly run into many more editions. JAD
